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Foreward 



By Hadhrat Mufti Abul Qaasim 
Nu’maani Saheb (Daamat 
Barakaatuhum) 

All praise is due to Allah Ta’ala and may peace and salutations be 
upon His noble Rasul and Nabi. 

I was introduced to the book “Why should we follow an 
Imaam?” which was recently prepared by my honourable friend, 
Moulana Zakaria Makada, a graduate of Madrasah Taleemuddeen, 
Isipingo Beach, Durban, South Africa. 

The fitnah of ghair muqallidiyyat (abandoning the following of a 
mazhab) is an extremely dangerous and overwhelming fitnah of 
contemporary times. Generally, simple-minded youngsters as well 
as unwary Muslims, who are uneducated of the basics of Deen, but 
have the desire for practice, fall prey to this fitnah. The picture 
painted by those who abandon following of mazhabs seems very 
attractive and appealing to the layman as he is invited towards 
following the Qur’aan and Hadith directly opposed to following an 
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Why should we follow an Imaam? 



Imaam. Furthermore, a calculated effort is being made to cause the 
Ummah to abandon the safe path which the Ummah treaded upon 
for many centuries. As a result, doubts and suspicions are instilled 
regarding the great Imaams, the pious of the past and at times even 
regarding the illustrious Sahaabah (Radhiyallahu Anhum). 

In this recent book, after examining Ghair Muqallidiyyat, the 
author has expounded on the meaning of taqleed and following an 
Imaam, and has shown the safety in adopting this path. 

I hope that this will assist the Ummah in understanding this 
topic and prove beneficial for those who have steered away from 
the truth. 

May Allah Ta’ala accept this work and grant the author the 
ability to render more work and service in Deen. 

Was Salaam 

(Hadhrat Mufti) Abul Qaasim Nu’maani (Daamat Barakaatuhum) 

Rector/principal Darul Uloom Deoband. 

24/01/2014 




Foreward 

By Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Ilyas 
Patel Saheb (Daamat Barakaatuhum) 

In every field of life there are two groups: Those who are experts of 
that field and those who are not. The non-experts have always 
followed the experts of the field. Let alone the lay-person, even the 
one who has some significant degree of acquaintance with the field 
follows the principles, guidelines and deductions from the experts 
of the field. A general practitioner is well trained to diagnose most 
illnesses and administer treatment. However, despite his years of 
study, he follows the principles and the deductions of the expert 
physicians who are recognised authorities in the field. 

Allah Ta'ala has ordained the same natural procedure for Deen. 
Allah Ta'ala declares in the glorious Qur’aan: “And ask those of 
knowledge if you do not know”. Thus the foundation for Taqleed 
(following an expert) has been laid in the Qur’aan. 

In order to highlight the importance of Taqleed and the dangers 
of abandoning this natural procedure in life, Moulana Zakaria 
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Why should we follow an Imaam? 



Makada Saheb, an Ustaad of Hadith at Madrasah Ta’leemuddeen, 
Isipingo Beach, has ably presented this treatise. 

(Hadhrat Moulana) Muhammad Ilyas Patel 
Senior Ustaad of Hadith 
Madrasah Ta’leemuddeen 
Isipingo Beach - South Africa 




Introduction 



It is the Islamic duty of every individual to search for the truth. 
During this search one will come across different sects and groups 
all inviting him under the banner of Islam to adopt their way. What 
should a person do at such a time? How should he differentiate 
haqq (truth) from baatil (falsehood)? In this regard, Rasulullah if 
gave the Ummah some guidelines to follow in order to understand 
whether a group is on the right path or not. Nabi if declared that 
the group that holds on firmly to his way and the way of the 
Sahaabah, are the rightly guided ones. All other groups are deviated 
from the truth of Islam. 



U t ya I Id 3 ^ ^ ^ ^ (_) t£ Li ^ j yj I wUp- y^ 
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Why should we follow an Imaam? 



It is reported from Abdullah bin Amr 4* that Rasulullah Msaid: “My 
Ummah will be faced with conditions similar to which the Bani Israaeel 
experienced; like a pair of shoes, one foot is identical to the other, to such 
an extent that if there was a situation in the Bani Israaeel where a person 
openly committed incest with his mother, there will be someone in my 
Ummah who will perpetrate such a crime. The Bani Israaeel were divided 
into seventy two sects, and my Ummah will be divided into seventy three 
sects. Each of them will be destined for Jahannam except one The 
Sahaabah-e-Kiraam S asked: “Which group will be saved from the fire of 
Jahannam?’’ Nabi Jr answered: “ Those who tread upon my way and the 
way of my Sahaabah S-” 

In this era, there are numerous groups and sects. Every group 
claims to be on the way of Rasulullah if and the Sahaabah Thus 
one is faced with a dilemma as to who he should follow. What is the 
criteria to determine which group is treading upon the path of 
Rasulullah if and the Sahaabah A? Rasulullah if explained the basis 
on which one will judge who is on the correct path, as mentioned in 
the following Hadith: 

USyL? yJ^ ( aJJI L <4 jvd-o-P f W4 ^4>-\ L» \jL 4 j yj L* 

'V- d=T~ 
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It is reported from Hadhat Abu Hurairah 4& that Rasulullah 0said: “I have 
left two sources of guidance for you to adopt. You will never be misguided 
as long as you hold fast onto these two. The first is the book of Allah and the 
second is my Sunnah. These two are inseparable and will meet me at the 

Haudh-e-Kawthar. 

When we examine the lives of the four Imaams, the outstanding 
feature which we notice is that they strictly adhered to the book of 
Allah Ta’ala and the Mubaarak Sunnah of Rasulullah if in every 
facet of their lives. They could be aptly described with the following 
words: “They were a personification of the Sunnah of Rasulullah M 
in every walk of life in entirety.” If per chance one has to come 
across any situation where their mazaahib apparently contradict 
certain Ahaadith, he will certainly find sufficient substantiation 
through other Ahaadith, together with reconciling between the 
Ahaadith adopted and the Ahaadith which were apparently left out. 
Their approach to the Qur’aan and Hadith in deducing masaa’il was 
one governed strictly by principles of Deen deduced from the 
Qur’aan and Sunnah. It was certainly not an approach of personal 
opinion nor an approach of “pick and choose”, as is witnessed in 
today’s times. Hence, one can safely reach the conclusion that these 
four Imaams (whose mazaahib stood the test of time for 
approximately thirteen centuries) are worthy of emulation in 
guiding us to Allah and His Rasul ft. 

This book is for those who wish to reach the truth with regard 
to the topic of Taqleed, i.e. the need to follow an Imaam in order for 
one to be able to correctly practice on the Qur’aan and Sunnah. It 
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also highlights the dangers that one will face in abandoning 
Taqleed of one of the four Imaams and adopting the path of the 
ghair muqallideen (those who do not follow an Imaam). Insha 
Allah, if this book is studied without prejudice, it will prove 
beneficial in creating the correct mindset and understanding of 
Deen within the reader. 

We make du’aa that Allah Ta’ala accept this humble effort and 
crown it with success and divine acceptance. Aameen 




The Object of man’s existence 

The Object of man’s existence on earth is to recognize, worship and 
serve his Creator, Allah Ta’ala. Everything else is secondary. 

Worship of Allah Ta’ala is not restricted to the five pillars 
(imaan, Salaah, Zakaah, Fasting and Haj). Instead it encompasses 
every facet of life from eating to answering the call of nature, from 
business to marriage and from being the head of the household to 
being the leader of the state. 

In order to teach man how to worship Allah Ta’ala in every 
aspect of life, by performing every action in a manner that is 
pleasing to Him, Allah Ta’ala sent messengers and revealed His 
books of guidance. The last and final messenger was Sayyiduna 
Rasulullah M and the last book that was revealed upon him was the 
Qur’aan. Gaining salvation in this world and the next is now only 
possible by following the Qur’aan and the noble Sunnah of 
Rasulullah H. 
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The Qur’aan 



The primary source of guidance revealed to mankind from Allah 
Ta’ala is the Qur’aan. The Noble Qur’aan in its entirety is a means of 
guidance for mankind at large. It (the Noble Qur’aan) comprises of 
incidents and events of the past nations, scenes of the Hereafter, 
admonishments for the evil-doers and glad-tidings for the pious, 
etc. Similarly it also comprises of laws and injunctions of Shari'ah. 

With regard to the verses of the Qur’aan that explain stories and 
events of the past nations, scenes of the Hereafter, etc., Allah Ta’ala 
declares: 






And We have indeed made the Qur’aan easy to understand and seek advice, 
then is there anyone to seek advice? (Surah Qamar 54/40) 



As far as these verses are concerned (i.e. stories and events of the 
past nations), they are easily comprehendible to any person 
conversant in the Arabic language or even those who refer to the 
translations of the Holy Qur’aan. As for those verses of the Qur’aan 
which discuss Shar'i laws and injunctions, let alone those who are 
well conversant in the Arabic language, even the Sahaabah were 
unable to fathom the meanings of such verses or unravel their 
hidden secrets without the intermediary of Rasulullah if. 
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Referring to the Qur’aan without the 
Medium of Rasulullah M 



Amongst the many duties of prophet-hood assigned to Nabi if, one 
of his duties was to verbally explain as well as physically 
demonstrate to the Ummah the details and particulars of the Shard 
laws contained in the Noble Qur’aan. Allah Ta’ala says: 




o-lljd oQiJ g dJQJ\ J 



And We have sent down the Qur’aan (the reminder) to you so thatyou 
explain to the people what has been revealed for them, and so that they 
reflect. (Surah Nahl 16/44) 



For example the Noble Qur’aan declares: 

S jQQah \ ya/jhpy 

Establish Salaah (Surah Baqarah 2/43) 

If one has to study the Qur’aan in depth he will not find any details 
mentioned of the five fardh Salaah; viz. Fajr, Zuhr, Asr, Maghrib and 
Esha nor will he find the exact number of the rakaats for each 
Salaah. Other related aspects such as the sunan, waajibaat, faraaidh, 
or the factors which invalidate or decrease the spirit of the Salaah 
are also not mentioned. One will be compelled to refer to the 
Sunnah 1 for these details since it is in reality a commentary of the 



1 Known as “Wahi ghair matloo”. 
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Qur’aan. Similar is the case of Zakaah, Saum, Haj and the remainder 
injunctions of Shari'ah. Hence we understand that following the 
Ahaadith of Rasulullah if is akin to obeying Allah Ta’ala, as 
mentioned in the aayah: 

He who obeys the Rasul Jr obeys Allah Ta’ala. (Surah Nisa 4/80) 

Nabi M himself directed our attention to this point in the following 
Hadith: 

I Jff (J li 'j <u!p aU I All I 0 1 ‘UP aU 1 I y|P 

(J,U*2P 2-Jrl Jjp.} y» Jli (_jIj IjJli y* ’VI AjJrl 

jf\ Mi 

It is reported from Abu Hurairah 4s that Nabi 0 said: “My entire Ummah 
will gain entry into paradise except those who reject.” The Sahaabah S 
enquired: “And who are those who reject (0 Nabi of Allah 0).” Nabi 0 
replied: “Those who follow my Sunnah (way) will surely enter paradise and 
those who disobey me are the rejectors.” (Bukhaari 2/1081) 

This statement of Nabi M clearly establishes the fact that one 
cannot gain salvation without the medium of Rasulullah it. 

Furthermore, it is impossible for one to understand all the verses of 
the Qur’aan without the agency of the Ahaadith of Rasulullah it, 
even though he may be a Sahaabi (the first recipient of the 
Qur’aan). 




The Qur’aan 
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With regards to the following verse of the Holy Qur’aan: 

{j* JaJLstJl | _yaiShn Ja-lsd \ CjVaSS J~->- \jl£" J 

jJ>S\ 

And eat and drink until the white thread of dawn appears to you distinct 
from its black thread. (Surah Baqarah 2/187) 



Hadhrat Adi bin Hatim At-Tai tried to apply his own intellect in 
understanding the intended meaning of the verse and hence 
reached an erroneous conclusion. Subsequently he expressed what 
he understood before Rasulullah |g. Rasulullah H corrected him and 
explained the correct meaning of the verse. 

This entire incident is reported by Imaam Ahmad bin Hambal 

Alii , 



^*L>- J-p Lj Jj>- wL^I 

JajU •jA <L*yi sAa cJy U. Jli 

1 ^ ^ A ♦->.$ (Jti I LAwU»-l t ydl_AP 

ja j’Vl Vj l J, qw *>U W4J1 jJaji c-wUasj JU 

jJb Lj aJ <lAp <uM t t cia . ~ ~ ' QA? 

JlAJI ijAQ; lil ISJ iisL^j o! JUb Cajc^s 



Imaam Sha’bi reports that Hadhrat Adi bin Hatim 4& related to me that 
when the above verse of the Qur’aan was revealed, I took two pieces of 
thread (one thread was black and the other white). I then placed both the 
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threads beneath my pillow. I stared at the threads for a long time expecting 
to see the white thread becoming more clear and visible from the black 
thread so that I may then abstain from eating. However, the entire night 
passed and in the morning I came to Nabi Jr and I had expressed what I 
had understood from the verse and what I had done during the night. Nabi 
Jr smiled and remarked: “If the meaning of the verse is as you have 
understood, then your pillow is indeed very wide. For indeed the white and 
black threads implied in the verse refer to the brightness of the day and the 

darkness of the night .” 1 



1 Tafsir ibn Kathir - Surah Baqarah (l/237). Abu Dawood Pg. 321. 

cJp li. Cf- 

(ijb _jjl oljj) . jLflt 




The History of the Taqleed of 
the Four Imaams 

A common question posed by many people is: “If the Ahaadith of 
Rasulullah #| are a commentary of the Noble Qur’aan, then what is 
the need for making Taqleed of an Imaam?” 

In order to understand the answer to this question, a brief 
discussion of the history of the mazaahib (schools of thought) is 
necessary. 

It is the divine system of Allah Ta’ala that He provided means 
for the fulfilment of every need of man. Furthermore, in proportion 
to the need, adequate means have been provided for its fulfilment. 
Consider the need for water and air. Besides raining down water 
from the skies, Allah Ta’ala made it possible to acquire water from 
many sources with relative ease. As for air, since man requires air 
every second, it has been provided free everywhere. All one needs 
to do is breathe. Thus Allah Ta’ala has provided for all the physical 
needs of man. 

More important than every physical need is the spiritual need 
of man. He needs to recognise his creator and worship Him. This is 
the purpose of his existence on earth. Hence Allah Ta’ala instituted 
divine measures to fulfil this greatest need of every human being. 

Allah Ta’ala declares in the glorious Qur’aan: 
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Certainly We are the ones who revealed the Qur’aan and surely We have 
taken the responsibility of safeguarding it. (Surah Hijr 15/9) 

In this verse Allah Subhaanahu wa Ta’ala explicitly and 
emphatically declares that He Himself has taken the responsibility 
of protecting the Qur’aan. For the enactment of this divine 
responsibility of protecting the greatest book “Al-Qur’aan”, Allah 
Subhaanahu wa Ta’ala utilized the greatest of His creation after the 
Ambiyaa f sui who were none other than the auspicious 
Sahaabah 

Then came the time for the compilation and preservation of the 
commentary of the Qur’aan (i.e. the Ahaadith of Rasulullah For 
this mammoth task Allah Ta’ala utilized the Sahaabah as well as 
the Taabi’een and the Tab-e-Taabi’een ^ A 

Thereafter the need arose for the compilation and preservation 
of the laws of the Qur’aan and Hadith. Systemizing the laws of 
Shari'ah required discerning and differentiating between the 
previous abrogated laws and the latter laws which replaced them, 
deciphering between the authentic and unauthentic narrations, 
categorizing the status of injunctions and prohibitions (fardh, 
waajib, sunnah, mustahab, mubaah, haraam, makrooh-e-tahrimi, 
makrooh-e-tanzihi, khilaaf-e-awlaa) and finally formulating 
principles in the light of Qur’aan and Hadith which govern the 
deduction of non-textual situations. All of the above needed to be 
accomplished in order to correctly practise upon each law of 
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Shari'ah in the manner it was revealed by Allah Ta’ala upon 
Rasulullah 

The accomplishment of such a tremendous task was only 
possible by a selected class of Allah’s servants, whose phenomenal 
expertise and unparalleled proficiency cover every science of Deen. 
This class of people are classified in the terminology of the jurists as 
“Mujtahideen”. 

There were only a limited number of these highly qualified 
specialists of Deen in the time of the Sahaabah 4=, Taabi’een and 
Tab-e-Taabi’een ^ A 



From the Sahaabah 




Among the Sahaabah 4=, the following personalities were known as 
the Mujtahideen: 

The four Khulafaa-e-Raashideen 4>, Abdullah bin Mas’ood, bin 
Abbaas, Abdullah bin ‘Amr, Abdullah bin Umar, Mu’aaz bin Jabal 
and a few others 



From the Taabi’een and Tab-e-Taabi’een: 

Among the well-known Mujtahideen of the second era were: 

Imaam Abu Hanifah, Sha’bi, Ebrahim Nakhai, Alqamah, Imaam 
Maalik, Imaam Shaafi’ee, Imaam Ahmad, Imaam Auzaa’ee, Laith bin 
Sa’d and others ^ dill 
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Only Allah Ta’ala knows, in His infinite and unquestionable 
wisdom, why He hand-picked this elite group for the office of 
Ijtihaad. These special servants of Allah Ta’ala continued to serve 
the creation and water the fields of Deen. In their era they were the 
centre of attraction in solving the Deeni masaa’il (Questions 
pertaining to Deen) of the day. 

The mazaahib of many of these great men were recorded for the 
benefit of the coming generations. However, with the passage of 
time, due to the various wars and other tragic situations recorded 
in history, the works of these Mujtahideen in its entirety were no 
longer preserved. Hence to date, only scattered portions of 
undetailed information regarding their mazhabs have been 
recorded. It was the divine decree of Allah Ta’ala that only the 
works of the four A’immah-Mujtahideen, in its entirety, remain 
preserved. 

Furthermore, the latter Ulama thoroughly examined and 
scrutinized the mazahib of these four Imaams in the light of 
Qur’aan and Hadith. For centuries thereafter these mazaahib were 
tried and tested by the luminaries of Islam, the likes of Imaam 
Daare-Qutni, Hafiz Baihaqi, Hafiz bin Hajar, Allamah Aini, Imaam 
Nawawi, Hafiz Zaila’ee, Imaam Tahaawi, Hafiz bin Abdil Bar, bin 
Arabi, Hafiz ibnul Jawzi and many others. 

Thus the four mazaahib received the acceptance of thousands of 
specialists. All these doctors of their field unanimously attested to 
the unmatched mastery of the four Imaams and admitted their 
inability to produce a masterpiece mazhab like that of these 
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Imaams. These Ulama further supported and corroborated the four 
mazaahib, that all are firmly based on the Qur’aan and Sunnah. 

Hence in this time and age, for one to intend to personally 
review the Shari'ah and formulate principles that govern the 
deduction of masaail would be akin to re-inventing the wheel. 

Nevertheless, the Ulama are in agreement that although the 
doors of Ijtihaad have not been closed, however, after the third 
century no one has met the criteria of being a mujtahid. Those 
people who claimed to be on the pedestal of Ijtihaad were tested by 
the Ulama of the time and after being proven academically 
incompetent, were disqualified and rejected. 




What is Taqleed? 

Taqleed is to accept the view of an Imaam with confidence that his 
view conforms to the Qur’aan and Sunnah though one may be 
unaware of the proofs of the Imaam . 1 



Is Taqleed supported by the Qur’aan? 

The injunction of Taqleed is established through many verses of the 
Qur’aan. By way of example, a few verses will be cited below: 

dr* 

Follow the path of those who turn to Me [ Allah Ta'ala]. (Surah Luqman 

31:15) 






Ask the people of knowledge if you do not know. (Surah An-Nahl 16:43) 

jJ j \ »\ \ \&l fJiSW 0Z 



Y ^ 43^*-* j^kj jjb -uLaxll 
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Oyou who believe obey Allah, the Rasul and the people of authority 
amongst you. (Surah Nisa 4:59) 

The Mufassireen (the likes of Abu Bakr Jassaas, Allamah Aaloosi and 
Imaam Raazi) commentate that “ulil amr” in this verse refers to the 
Ulama and the Fuqahaa of the Ummah. Hence, the compulsion of 
Taqleed is established from this verse. 

The renowned Aalim of the Ahle Hadith (those who claim to be 
following the Hadith), Nawaab Siddique Hasan confirms the above 
commentary in his kitaab Al-Junnah thus saying: 

' r A 1 ' 

According to bin Abboasjaabir S, Hasan , Abul Aaliyah , Ataa\ Dahhaak , 
Mujaahid and Imaam Ahmad ^ ^ U ulil amr ” in this verse refers to the 

Ulama. 

Nawaab Siddique Hasan further states: 

^ t ^ ^ l iAj j' -5 
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If this verse is with reference to the Islamic rulers, then too Taqleed of the 
Ulama cannot he disproven. The reason being that obeying the command of 
the rulers is subject to the approval of the Ulama, just as the rulings of the 
Ulama are subject to being in conformity with the teachings ofRasulullah 

M. 



Is Taqleed supported by the Ahaadith of 
Rasulullah H? 

The injunction of Taqleed is supported by many Ahaadith of 
Rasulullah §§■ Hereunder, a few Ahaadith will be presented: 

In the blessed era of Rasulullah if, Hadhrat Mu’aaz bin Jabal 4® 
was nominated as the governor of Yemen by Rasulullah M- 
Rasulullah M commanded the people of Yemen to refer their Deeni 
issues to Hadhrat Mu’aaz Hence, Taqleed commenced in the 
noble era of Rasulullah ^ with the permission of Rasulullah M- 
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Aswad bin Yazeed reports: “Hadhrat Mu’aaz came to the people of 

Yemen as a teacher and a leader. The people of Yemen enquired from him 
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regarding a person who passed away leaving behind a daughter and a 
sister. Mu’aaz issued a verdict that half of the estate will be given to the 
daughter and the remaining half will be given to the sister. This occurred 
during the lifetime ofRasulullah M” 
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Huzaifah reports that Rasulullah 0said: “I do not know how long I will 
be amongst you. Therefore, follow the two who are to come after me, Abu 
Bakr and Umar u&* dn^j.” 



Note: From the above-mentioned two Ahaadith we understand that 
Nabi it did not ask the people of Yemen to directly refer to the 
Hadith. Instead, they were asked to refer to Hadhrat Mu’aaz 4= for 
Shar‘i guidance and rely upon what he says. The reason for Nabi it 
instructing the people of Yemen (and similarly the entire Ummah) 
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to make Taqleed is that every person is not capable of correctly 
extracting laws from the Qur’aan and Hadith. Referring to the 
Qur’aan and Hadith is the responsibility of highly qualified 
specialists of the Ummah, known as the A’immah-e-Mujtahideen. 
Accordingly, in the second Hadith Nabi M instructed us to follow 
the guidelines given by Abu Bakr and Umar u** in Furthermore, 
Nabi if did not ask us to question their authenticity or query their 
proofs for they possessed the total capability of correctly deducing 
laws from the Qur’aan and Hadith. Rather, he asked us to merely 
follow what they said. In essence, this is Taqleed. 
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Saalim reports that ibn Umar 3/^ was asked regarding a person who 
was owed money on credit, whether it would be permissible for him to 
waive a portion of the debt in exchange of early payment. Ibn Umar 
disliked the idea and prohibited it. 

Note: Moulana Thanwi Up in ^ explained that in this narration, we 
find that ibn Umar in ^ issued a verdict without furnishing any 
proof for his decision, nor did the questioner enquire from him 
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regarding the proof of his ruling. Instead, he relied upon ibn Umar’s 
ruling since he recognised the high status and position ibn 
Umar u^- in ^ held in the field of deducing laws from the Qur’aan 
and Hadith. Thus, we conclude that Taqleed was practised in the 
very noble era of Rasulullah ft . 1 



Is Taqleed-e-Shakhsi (following one 
specific person) supported from the 
Hadith 
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It is reported that when Rasulullah Jr dispatched Hadhrat Mu’aaz 4* to 
Yemen, he asked him, “What procedure will you adopt when passing 
decisions in the affairs of the Muslims?” Mu’aaz ^replied: “I will decide in 
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accordance to the Qur’aan.” Nabi Mthen asked him: “If a law is not found 
in the Qur’aan then what will you do?’’ He replied, “I will refer to the 
Ahaadith ofRasulullah M” Nabi 0then questioned him: “If the ruling is 
not found in the Ahaadith, then what will you do?’’ He replied: “I will 
employ my ability of reasoning (Ijtihaad) in reaching a conclusion.” Upon 
hearing this, Nabi 0said: “All praise be to Allah who inspired the 
messenger ofRasulullah 0(Mu’aaz with the correct guidance .” 1 

Under the commentary of the above-mentioned Hadith, some 
scholars of Hadith explain : 2 
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The purpose for Nabi M questioning Hadhrat Mu’aaz 4® in the 
following manner was, so that the people may realise his capability 
and have confidence in him. Rasulullah H desired that the people of 
Yemen should refer their Deeni problems to Hadhrat Mu’aaz and 
any decision passed by him should be readily accepted without any 
reservation. Otherwise it would seem quite strange of a leader to 
test the governor he already nominated at the time of bidding him 
farewell. For indeed Nabi M was fully aware that Hadhrat Mu’aaz 
possessed the full capability to manage the office of Qadha (passing 
judgments). 
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Once Hadhrat Abu Moosa 4* was questioned regarding the estate of a 
deceased who was survived by a daughter, paternal granddaughter and 
sister. How should the estate be distributed? He replied saying: “Half the 
estate will be given to the daughter and the remaining half will be given to 
the sister. However, go to ibn Mas’ood 4& for confirmation.” When ibn 
Mas’ood 4* was informed of the verdict issued by Abu Moosa 4&he 
mentioned: “If this is the correct verdict, then certainly I am misled from 
the path of those who are rightly guided. My verdict in this issue is in 
conformity with the verdict ofNabi Jf half the estate will be given to the 
daughter, a sixth will be given to the paternal granddaughter in 
completion of two thirds of the estate and the remainder will go to the 
sister.” We then returned to Abu Moosa 4* and informed him of the verdict 
given by ibn Mas’ood 4&. Thereupon he said: “As long as this great Aalim is 
alive, I don’t see the need for you people to refer to me i.e. hold fast onto 
him and continue referring to him in all matters relating to Deem 
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Amr bin Maymoon reports that the messenger ofNabi M Hadhrat Mu’aaz 
4 came to Yemen. I loved him excessively so I remained with him until the 
end of his life. Thereafter I searched for the most knowledgeable person 
after him. Thereupon I met Abdullah bin Mas’ood 4 and I also remained 
with him until the end of his life. 
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Ikrimah aUI reports that the people ofMadinah Munawwarah inquired 
from ibn Abbaas u J i^j regarding the law of a woman who experienced 
haidh after herfardh tawaaf should she wait until she becomes pure in 
order to perform the tawaaf-e-widaa or will it fall off? He replied that it will 
fall off and she may leave. Upon this the people ofMadinah said: “We will 
not practise on your opinion leaving out the view ofZaid bin Thaabit 4.” 

Hafiz ibn Hajar, reporting from Thaqafi, narrates this statement of 
the inhabitants of Madinah Munawwarah in Fathul Baari in the 
following manner: “Whether you express your view or not, we will 
hold onto the view of Zaid 4>” 



Refer to the Experts 

In regard to worldly affairs, the principle “refer to the experts of 
the field” is quite common. If a person intends constructing a triple 
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story mansion, he will first contact an architect to draw out the 
plans. He will thereafter hire the services of an engineer as well as a 
contractor to put up the project. If one has to independently 
embark on such a project without the aid of the architect, the 
engineer and the contractor, we can well imagine the devastating 
outcome that he will cause for himself through such actions. 

Similarly if someone is afflicted by an acute sickness e.g. cancer, 
cardiac failure etc. and is advised by expert physicians that if he 
does not undergo immediate surgery, there is a ninety to ninety 
five percent chance that the sickness will prove fatal. Then under 
these life-threatening circumstances, if one has to refer to a 
medical journal, and thereafter musters up the courage to 
personally operate upon himself, what will be our response 
regarding such a person’s determination? 

In the same breath we see this principle upheld in all walks of 
life. People refer to others who they recognize to be experts in their 
respective fields for guidance and assistance. In reality this is 
Taqleed; “Relying upon the expertise of others”. 

In retrospect when one views the different departments of 
Islamic learning, one will undoubtedly realize that without placing 
one’s confidence and reliance upon people who are learned in the 
respective fields of Deen, one will not progress Islamicly. 

From the elementary Maktab 1 level, the child is required to 
place his confidence upon his Muallim or Muallima, thereby 



1 The elementary level where children are taught the Arabic alphabets, and then 
taught to recite the Qur’aan. 
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gaining the ability to recite the Qur’aan. At the second level the 
child is admitted into a Hifz class where the child commits the 
Qur’aan to memory with perfecting its recitation. At this stage we 
also notice that in order for the child to progress, he is required to 
follow his Ustaadh and place his reliance upon the knowledge that 
is imparted to him. The child thereafter progresses further where 
he gains admission into a Darul Uloom or university. Various 
courses are offered to him under the tutorship of qualified 
teachers. Here also he subjects his understanding to conform to the 
understanding of his tutors who he recognizes as being qualified in 
the field. At the end of the stipulated period he receives a 
qualification signifying his competence and proficiency in the 
various fields of Deen. 

We understand that at every stage in the life of man, 
irrespective of worldly progress or Deeni progress, he is duty bound 
by Shari'ah to institute the principle of Taqleed. 

Allah Ta’ala says: 






Ask the people of knowledge if you do not know. (Surah An-Nahl 16:43) 



The crux of the matter is that currently the experts of Deen are 
recognized as experts since their knowledge relatively exceeds the 
knowledge of the common man. Hence, they are referred to for 
Islamic guidance. As far as other related fields of Deen are 
concerned, people do not refer to them though they might be 
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learned in those branches of Deen. Furthermore, if the current day 
experts are compared to the experts of the past, they (the experts 
of today) will be rated below the common man of those times. This 
brings us to the conclusion that if we wish to follow a guide whose 
expertise extensively encompasses every department of Deen viz. 
the Qur’aan, Hadith, ijmaa’, history, verdicts of Sahaabah, etc. then 
we will not find anyone of contemporary times who will be able to 
guide us to Allah Ta’ala other than the legacy of the A’immah-e- 
Arba’ which Allah Ta’ala has preserved (from amongst all the other 
A’immah-e-Mujtahideen) throughout the centuries of Islam. 



Why are there only four Mazhabs? 

Many great Ulama of the past have clearly affirmed that Taqleed 
has become confined to only one of the four mazhabs. In this regard 
Allamah Abdur Rahman bin Muhammad Al-Maghribi (808 A.H) 
writes: "... Taqleed became confined to these four Imaams in all the 
cities of the Muslim world. All the followers of other Imaams 
gradually became extinct. Thus, when the terminologies of the 
various sciences became wide-spread in the earth, the scholars 
closed the doors of differences (and confined Taqleed to one of the 
four Imaams) as they feared that someone unworthy would begin 
claiming Ijtihaad. Hence they (the scholars) stated: “The ability to 
reach the rank of a mujtahid has become virtually impossible.” 
Thereupon they directed the people towards making Taqleed of one 
of the four Imaams and warned them against changing mazhabs for 
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convenience, as this will amount to playing fools with the Deen of 
Allah. Thus anyone who claims to have acquired the level of 
Ijtihaad in this age will be rejected and will not be followed. The 
entire Muslim world now has consensus regarding the Taqleed of 
these four Imaams.” 1 
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The Four Imaams at a glance 

Through studying the lives of the four Imaams (viz. Imaam Abu 
Hanifah, Imaam Maalik, Imaam Shaafi’ee, Imaam Ahmad bin 
Hambal ^ A **•_,, one would undoubtedly be convinced that they 
were worthy of the position of imaamat. Their piety, righteousness 
and consistency in adhering to every teaching of the Qur’aan and 
Sunnah and possessing encompassing knowledge of every 
department of Deen had made them the centre of attraction in 
their eras and a source of guidance for the Ummah for centuries 
that followed upto this day. They could be aptly described as the 
bearers of the knowledge of the former people (the Sahaabah and 
Taabi’een). On account of this, from the millions of scholars in 
every field, Allah Ta’ala handpicked them and divinely selected 
them for the guidance of this Ummah for the centuries that passed 
up till this day. 



34 




The Four Imaams at a glance 



35 



Imaam Abu Hanifah 

Introduction 

Imaam Abu Hanifah’s a* in name was Nu’man bin Thaabit. He 
was born in the year 80 A.H. and passed away in the year 150 A.H. 1 

Allamah ibn Katheer 4 -wLp Alii (d. 774 A.H.) writes about Imaam 
Abu Hanifah: "... one of the four Imaams of the mazaahib that are 
followed. He was the first amongst them in demise, as he had also 
witnessed the era of the Sahaabah 4*. He saw Anas bin Maalik It 
is related that he also met other Sahaabah as well. Some even 
mention that he narrated from seven of the Sahaabah And Allah 
Ta’ala knows best.” 

Allamah Zahabi Alii (d. 778 A.H.) states: “He (imaam Abu 
Hanifah) met Anas 4 on a number of occasions when he visited 
them in Kufa.” 2 



Piety and Virtues 

Allamah Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi in states: “It has been 
recorded about Imaam Abu Hanifah U* * ^ that he performed 
Salaatul Fajr and Esha with the same wudhu for forty years ... and it 



1 Uqoodul Jumaan pg. 54/56 

2 Who are the blind followers? pg. 31 
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is also recorded that he completed seven thousand khatams 
(complete recitals) of the Qur’aan in his lifetime .” 1 

Imaam Shaafi’ee Ai **■_, says that on one occasion Imaam Maalik 
Up i*-j was asked: “Did you meet Imaam Abu Hanifah d_;lp dill 
Imaam Maalik in ^ replied: “Yes, Imaam Abu Hanifah A ^ was 
a man who if he claimed that a certain pillar was made of gold, he 
would present sound and unbreakable proofs to establish his 
claim.” 2 

Shareek P dill says: “Imaam Abu Hanifah was a person who 
used to observe silence for lengthy periods, and was a man of great 
intelligence.” 3 

Ibn Ishaaq Samarqandi says that Imaam Abu Yusuf a*, in said: 
“Imaam Abu Hanifah used to complete a khatam of the Qur’aan 
every night in one rakaat.” 4 

Mis’ar bin Kidaam says: “One night I went into the musjid where 
I saw a man performing salaah. I was taken aback by his melodious 
recitation of the Holy Qur’aan. When he reached the seventh juz of 
the Qur’aan, I thought he may go into ruku any moment but he 
didn’t until he recited one third of the Qur’aan. I thought he may go 
into ruku at the termination of half the Qur’aan, but he continued 



1 Who are the blind followers? pg. 31 



2 Siyar 534/6 

3 Siyar 535/6 

4 Siyar 535/6 
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until he recited the entire Qur’aan in one rakaat. Upon closer 
inspection, I realised it was Imaam Abu Hanifah u* ***> 1 

Abu Muayyid Khawaarizmi ‘uLp <Ull narrates that Abdullah bin 
Mubaarak 4-J. e- <Ull said: “On one occasion a few goats were stolen in 

Kufa. On hearing of this, Imaam Abu Hanifah Ai 4 , enquired about 
the average maximum age of a goat. When he was informed that 
goats normally live for up to seven years, he abstained from eating 
goat meat for seven years.” 2 

Imaam Abu Hanifah was once asked: “How did you acquire this 
high position in Deen and the great treasures of ‘ilm?” Imaam Abu 
Hanifah replied: “I never acted miserly with the knowledge that 
Allah Ta’ala had blessed me with. Instead I always shared it with 
the people, and I never regard it to be below my dignity to seek 
knowledge from the Ulama . 3 

His Mazhab 

Allamah Sha’raani a* a states in his kitaab ‘Al-Meezaan’, “I was 
blessed with a vision from the side of Allah Ta’ala wherein I had 
seen the mazaahib of the Imaams in the form of streams. I saw the 
mazaahib of Imaam Abu Hanifah, Imaam Maalik, Imaam Shaafi’ee, 

1 Uqoodul Jumaan pg. 176 

2 Uqoodul Jumaan pg. 207 

3 Ma’aalimul Irshaadiya pg. 217 
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Imaam Ahmad bin Hambal in ^ as large streams flowing with 
force, while the mazaahib of the other Imaams of that era which 
had become extinct were small streams which later on dried up and 
had become hard like rocks. From the four Imaams, the Imaam 
whose stream was the longest was Imaam Abu Hanifah u* in 
followed by the stream of Imaam Maalik, then Imaam Shaafi’ee, 
then Imaam Ahmad ^ in **■_,. The one with the shortest stream was 
Imaam Dawood a* in whose mazhab was discontinued in the 5 th 
century. I interpreted this dream as reference to the duration of the 
time the different mazaahib will be practised upon. 1 

Glad Tidings 

Hafiz Jalaalud Deen Suyooti U* in mentions that the Ulama have 
mentioned that Rasulullah il had issued glad tidings in favour of 
Imaam Abu Hanifah a* in in the following Hadith. Imaam 
Bukhaari and Imaam Muslim narrate the Hadith from Hadhrat Abu 
Hurairah 4® that Rasulullah M said: “Had knowledge been at the 
Thurayya star, then Allah Ta’ala will create a man from Persia who 
will acquire this knowledge.” 2 



1 Muqaddamah Musnad Imaam Abi Hanifah pg.9 

2 This means that Imaam Abu Hanifah in was included in this glad tiding, 
though it may not have referred exclusively to him. 





